ON YOUR FEET (AND OFF YOUR SEAT)
Ezekiel 2:1-8

Dr. Glenn A. Jent, Pastor

INTRODUCTION


As a young boy, I learned to love to watch TV. I could watch hour after hour. I remember being asked many times, “How long are you gonna sit there and do nothing?” Now, I suppose that I learned something from that because I learned how to study while watching TV. I still do that to this day. However, that was not exactly the intention of the question. It was more of a challenge to get up and get active doing something productive. I think that must be the implication of what the Spirit was saying to Ezekiel in our text.

I.
THE CALL OF EZEKIEL (Text)

1.
The Spirit came to Ezekiel: “stand up on your feet, and I will speak to you.”

2.
The Spirit came into Ezekiel and raised him to his feet.

3.
Ezekiel heard the Spirit speaking.

(1)
“I am sending you…” (v. 3).

(2)
“Do not be afraid” (v. 6).

(3)
“You must speak my words to them” (v. 7).

(4)
“Do not rebel like that rebellious house” (v. 8).

Ezekiel was called by the Spirit of God to stand up on his feet and get off his seat! It was time for him to do something productive. However, God was not going to tell him what to do until he got up and began to do something for God.
II.
THE COMMISSION OF EVERYONE (Matthew 28:19-20)

1. The Spirit has come into every child of God.

2. The Spirit raises us up to our feet to do something productive for God.

3. The spirit speaks to us when we are busy living for God.

(1)
“Go and make disciples.”

(2)
“Baptize…and teach them.”

(3)
“Obey everything I have commanded you.”

(4)
“I am with you always.”

Every child of God has been commissioned to stand up on their feet and get off their seats. Will you and I do what God has commanded us to do? Will we go forth as Ezekiel did? Will we begin to do something productive with our lives?
III.
THE CURSE OF EXPECTATIONS (Matthew 20:20-22, 25-28)

1. We desire to tell God what we want to do, not do what God wants us to do.

2. We desire to give orders, not follow the orders of others.

3. We desire to sit and be noticed, not work and thereby be noticed.

(1)
No race—just grace!

(2)
No story—just glory!

(3)
No training—just reigning!

(4)
No saintliness—just stateliness!

We are cursed by our expectations. We anticipate getting all of the blessings and joy of being a child of God, all of the glory and praise for being a child of God, and all of the privilege of reigning with Jesus as a child of God. However, we expect all of these things to come to us while we are sitting around and doing nothing for God. 

CONCLUSION
Thus, the question I heard as a youngster is the question I want you to hear today: “How long are you gonna sit there and do nothing?” The Spirit has a response that will meet all of your expectations: “Stand up on your feet [& get off your seat] and I will speak to you.”
“God has something to say to you; God has something to say.
Listen! Listen! Pay close attention! God has something to say.”

